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Introduction

Understanding the Israel-Palestine Conflict:
A Historical and Theological Perspective

Presentation Overview

= The Israel-Palestine conflict has complex historical and
theological dimensions.

= This session aims to explore the origins, major events, and
differing perspectives shaping the conflict.

= Emphasis on balanced presentation of historical facts and
Christian theological viewpoints.

= Encourages empathy, understanding, and respectful
dialogue throughout the presentation.




History

Ancient Roots: Biblical
Times

(B

Significance of the Land of Canaan

The land of Canaan, later known as Judea and Samaria, is central to the
narratives of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. It is the setting for many

foundational biblical events and covenants.

Patriarchs and Early Israelites

Biblical accounts speak of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, patriarchs who
established the spiritual and familial roots of the Israelite people. Their

stories lay the groundwork for the Israelite identity.

Israelite Kingdoms of David and Solomon

The establishment of the Israelite kingdoms under leaders like David and
Solomon marked a significant era. Their reigns symbolize political unity

and religious development, strengthening Jewish connection to the land.



Identity

Who Are the Palestinian Arabs?

rc_)\:\‘ Definition of The term 'Palestinian Arabs' refers to the Arab-speaking
Palestinian Arabs people who have resided in the region of Palestine for

centuries, forming a unique community with deep historical
roots.

,fw Diverse Ancestry Their ancestry is diverse, stemming from various groups
who settled in the land over millennia, including indigenous
Canaanites, Israelites who converted to Christianity and
then Islam, and Arab conquerors.

i’A Cultural and They developed a distinct cultural and national identity tied

National Identity to this land, particularly after the Arab conquest in the 7th
century CE, emphasizing their longstanding connection to
Palestine.




Zionism

The Rise of Zionism in
the 19th Century

Emergence of Zionism

Zionism emerged in the late 19th century as a political movement
advocating for the establishment and development of a Jewish homeland

in Palestine.

Motivation Behind Zionism

It was fueled by centuries of antisemitism in Europe, culminating in

pogroms and discrimination, and a desire for self-determination.

Theodor Herzl's Role

Theodor Herzl, considered the father of modern political Zionism,

published 'Der Judenstaat' (The Jewish State) in 1896.



Historical Roots

The Balfour Declaration
(1917)

During WWI, the British government issued the Balfour
Declaration, expressing support for 'the establishment in
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people.'

Crucially, it added the caveat: 'it being clearly understood
that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and
religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in
Palestine.’

This declaration was a significant step, but also laid the
groundwork for future tensions due to its dual and potentially
conflicting promises.



History

British Mandate and Growing Tensions (1920s-1940s)
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Arab Resentment and Nationalism

British Mandate Role

Jewish Immigration nd Lad Purchses Growing Arab resentment and nationalist
After WWI, Palestine became a British aspirations emerged in response to Jewish

immigration and British policies, leading to
unrest and clashes between communities.

Mandate territory under the League of
Nations, tasked with implementing the Jewish immigration increased during this
Balfour Declaration and managing the region. period, leading to significant land purchases

and the growth of Jewish communities
across Palestine.



Palestine

U.N. Partition Plan
(1947)

I:IArab state
I:Ijewish state
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Emergence

The Emergence of Israel (1947-1948)

1947
UN Partition Plan

The UN proposed dividing
Palestine into separate Arab
and Jewish states, with
Jerusalem as an international
city, aiming to resolve the
territorial dispute.

1947-1948

Reactions to Partition

Jewish leaders accepted the
UN plan, seeing it as a path to
statehood, while Arab leaders
rejected it, viewing the partition
as unjust appropriation of their
land.

May 14, 1948

Declaration of Israel

David Ben-Gurion declared the
establishment of the State of
Israel, marking the birth of a
new nation after decades of
Zionist efforts.

1948

Arab-Israeli War

After Israel's declaration,
neighboring Arab states
attacked, leading to the 1948
Arab-Israeli War, Israel's War
of Independence and Al-Nakba
for Palestinians.



Major Wars

The 1967 Six-Day War

o

Pre-emptive Israeli Strike

In June 1967, Israel launched a
pre-emptive strike against
Egypt, Syria, and Jordan due
to escalating tensions and
military buildups, aiming to
neutralize threats before they
could attack.

©

Rapid Victory

The war lasted only six days,
ending with a decisive Israeli
victory that surprised many
international observers by its
speed and effectiveness.

Territorial Gains

Israel captured the West Bank
from Jordan, the Gaza Strip
and Sinai Peninsula from Egypt,
and the Golan Heights from
Syria, significantly expanding
its control over the region.

I

Impact on Geopolitics

The war reshaped the Middle
East's geopolitical landscape,
leading to Israeli occupation of
newly captured territories and
intensifying conflicts that
persist today.



Israel’s changing borders

Before
June 1967




Major Wars

The Yom Kippur
War (1973)

Surprise Attack
on Yom Kippur

Initial Gains and
Israeli
Counterattack

Political
Consequences
and Peace
Efforts

On Yom Kippur, the holiest day in Judaism, Egypt and
Syria launched a coordinated surprise attack against
Israel in October 1973 to regain territories lost in 1967.

Arab forces initially made significant territorial gains;
however, Israel, with crucial US military aid, managed to
repel the attacks and regain lost ground, leading to a
military stalemate.

While the war ended without a decisive military victor,
it had major political consequences, paving the way for
the Camp David Accords and the first peace treaty
between Israel and an Arab nation, Egypt, in 1979.



Peace Process

The Middle East Peace Process (1990s)

O
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End of the Cold War

The end of the Cold War
created a new geopolitical
environment encouraging
international involvement and
dialogue for peace in the
Middle East.

Increased diplomatic engagement
Shift in global alliances

Greater US and Soviet interest in
regional stability

The Oslo Accords (1993,
1995)

The Oslo Accords were
agreements between Israel and
the PLO, establishing a
framework for Palestinian self-
governance in parts of the
West Bank and Gaza.

Mutual recognition between Israel and
the PLO

Framework for Palestinian Authority
Scheduled phased withdrawal of Israeli
forces

\J

Nobel Peace Prize

Yasser Arafat, Yitzhak Rabin,
and Shimon Peres were
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1994, symbolizing
international optimism for
peace.

International acknowledgment of peace
efforts

Boost to peace process credibility
Increased global media attention

Hope and Challenges

The 1990s brought optimism,
but disputes over borders,
Jerusalem, and refugees
remained unresolved, leading
to future difficulties.

Initial trust-building
Dialogue channels established
Unresolved core issues






Recent History

Missed Opportunities and Escalating Conflict (Late 1990s - Early 2000s)

01

Unresolved Issues after Oslo
Accords

Despite the Oslo Accords,
fundamental disagreements
remained, particularly on issues of
borders, Jerusalem, settlements, and
refugees.

02

Impact of Rabin's Assassination and
Terrorism

The assassination of Yitzhak Rabin in
1995, followed by increased
terrorism and the Second Intifada
(2000-2005), severely damaged trust
and prospects for peace.

03

Failed Camp David Negotiations

Negotiations at Camp David (2000)
failed to bridge the gaps, leading to
escalating conflict and violence.



Recent History

Gaza Disengagement and the Rise of Hamas

O Y

lsraeli Withdrawal from Gaza Hamas Election Victory and Power Impact on Peace Process
Struggle
The rise of Hamas complicated peace
In 2005, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Following the disengagement, Hamas, an negotiations as Israel and many Western
Sharon unilaterally withdrew all Israeli Islamist political and militant organization, nations refuse to negotiate with Hamas
settlers and military forces from the Gaza won the Palestinian legislative elections in due to its designation as a terrorist
Strip. This move aimed to reduce friction 2006. This victory led to a power struggle organization. The political division
and improve security by removing direct with the secular nationalist party Fatah, between Gaza and the West Bank
Israeli presence in Gaza. culminating in Hamas taking full control of remains a significant obstacle to peace.
Gaza. The situation has worsened far more

recently with October 7th 2023 and the
now widely condemned response of the
Israeli government since then.



Christian Perspectives

Christian Zionism: A Pro-Israel Viewpoint

IRl

Biblical Prophecy
Fulfilled

Theological
Imperative

Key Biblical Texts

Christian Zionists believe that the modern state of Israel is
a fulfillment of biblical prophecy, particularly God's
covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12:3). They interpret
prophecies about the return of the Jewish people to the
land literally.

Supporting Israel is seen as a theological imperative by
Christian Zionists. Many believe that the ingathering of
Jews to Israel is a prerequisite for the Second Coming of
Christ and that God’s promises to Israel remain unbroken.

Key scriptures include Genesis 12:3 ('l will bless those who bless
you..."), Ezekiel 36:24 ('For | will take you out of the nations; | will
gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your
own land.), and Romans 11, which speaks of God's continued
faithfulness to Israel.




Christian Perspectives

Liberal Pro-Palestinian Christians: A Justice-Focused Viewpoint

53

Justice and Human Rights

Liberal pro-Palestinian Christians
emphasize themes of justice and human
rights, highlighting the suffering and
displacement of Palestinian people as
central concerns.

\)

Opposition to Occupation

They view the occupation of Palestinian
territories and the displacement of
Palestinians as violations of international
law and Christian ethical principles,
calling for an end to such practices.

A

Liberation Theology Interpretation

This group interprets biblical texts
through a lens of social justice and
liberation theology, challenging
interpretations that justify oppression
and advocating for the oppressed.



Perspectives

Why Do They
Disagree?
Disputed Biblical
Interpretations

Literal vs.
Spiritual
Interpretation of
Prophecy

Land vs.
People/Justice

The Role of the
Church

Christian Zionists interpret prophecies about Israel's
restoration literally, applying them to the modern
state. Pro-Palestinian Christians interpret these
prophecies spiritually, seeing the "new Israel" as the
Church or emphasizing ethical demands over land
claims.

Christian Zionists prioritize the land covenant and
Jewish return. Pro-Palestinian Christians prioritize the
rights and well-being of all people, especially the
marginalized or oppressed.

Christian Zionists see the Church's role as supporting
Israel. Pro-Palestinian Christians see the Church as
advocating for justice and peace for all, including
Palestinians.



Christian Perspectives

What Views
Should
Christians Take
Today?

Recognize
Complexity

Embrace
Peacemaking

Uphold Human
Dignity

Seek
Understanding

Pray for Peace
and Reconciliation

Recognize the complexity and deeply held beliefs on all
sides. Avoid simplistic solutions that fail to appreciate the
nuances of the conflict and the strong convictions of both
Israelis and Palestinians.

Follow Jesus' call to be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9) and work
actively for reconciliation and justice for all people living in
the Holy Land, fostering dialogue and mutual respect.

Advocate for the human rights and dignity of both Israelis
and Palestinians, emphasizing compassion and respect for all
individuals affected by the conflict.

Engage with diverse narratives by listening carefully to the
experiences of both Israeli and Palestinian communities,
avoiding demonization and promoting empathy.

Pray for a just and lasting peace, for wisdom for leaders, and
for an end to violence and suffering. Focus on building
bridges and supporting initiatives that foster coexistence and
mutual respect.



Discussion

Q&A / Discussion

Questions and Discussion

Feel free to ask about any aspect of the historical, political,
or theological topics covered.

This is a time to clarify doubts, share perspectives, and
explore different viewpoints.

Respectful dialogue is encouraged to understand the
complexity of the conflict.

Your participation helps create a richer learning experience
for everyone.
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